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abindranat A0
R h Tagore (186].194 eniu

moughts and philosophy were vcrsmilel)l-[was a great universal personality. g
many great philosophers thought |ike.Ch¢'w'ns mﬂuence:d by many religions

ilosophy of Shakespeare, phil ristian conception of the fatherh
trellectual thoughts, idea ar Patlosophy of Goethe, Wordsworth etc. But the r
ntllecthal TE00 e sy 16 and philosophy make-up lie in the Upanishads, Gita and Vedas
the poetry of Kalidas, in the lyrics of Vaisnavas, in the mystic pocm's of Kabir and the
u!zgmus atmosphere of the _Brahmu Samaj. Tagore’s also famous for his poetry and prose.
His ﬂ(sungs ﬁmf '_ss:ges a.“d Sp":““al values were like great inspirations to social and political
o e i i e f i o e
KEY WORDS: Rabindranath Tagore, Universal Soul, Educational philosophy, Gita and
Upanishadic Philosophies.

In 1861, Rabindranath Tagore was bom in Calcutta, West Bengal, into 2 prominent
Bengali family, Rabindranath Tagore also known by his pen name Bhanu Singha Thakur. His
mother was Smt. Sharada Devi and his father was Maharishi Debendranath Tagore, a revered
mystic and reformer of the Hindu religion.Tagore acquired his basic schooling at home. He
received education in Bengali, along with aftemoon English classes. He started reading
Bengali poets when he was a young lad, and by the time he was cight, he started composing

e Tagore is the most celebrated figure of the Bengal Renaissance of the nineteenth
century and the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize for literature in 1913 for his Poetical
Excellence “Geetanjali”. He was a polymath and achieved fa_ﬂ}: b011_1 in Asia and all over
world as a poet, fiction writer, dramatist, painter, educator, political thinker, philosopher, and
proponent of science. It is essential to keep 1n mind such unique qualities in the modem world
of expertise. A prolific writer, he produced over a hundred volumes of poetry, fifty plays,
forty volumes of novels, short tales, and essays in addition to dabbling in music and painting.
His clear opinions on 2 wide range Of: topics, mclud.mg_htemmre, [_mlitics, culture,
social change, religion, independence, nationalism, cosmopolitanism, edu?at:on, philosophy,
intemational relations, and much more, Were expressed in his works, particularly the essays.
He was known as an wintellectual colossus. i AT
His initial poetic works, Manasi (1890), Chitra (1893), and Sonar Tari (1895), were
written in popular Bengali rather than the custnmér:{ nnthillated luem?r style. He established
the renowned Shantiniketan monastery close to Ca cu;t{m n 1901. This was created 1o offer
both a conventional ashram and a Western “dl;cnlt“::ln-i is guiding principles were cultivatin
beauty and leading 8 simple life. He was knighte r!l 1917 but later resigned, and he met
Gandhi in 1915, Shri Rabindranath Tagore was "ﬂﬂ? erred from his ashram in Shantiniketan
to Calcutta in Augus} 1941 10 order to have surgery. in the same house that he was bom in, he

d’i““ in the Y ﬁmﬂ . 140
- F:wnelﬁ bifdranath Tagore remains a great, universa] f] '
' M}?ﬁﬁg‘ﬁdumﬁunal philosophy, He was influenced b gure. He had unique,
gious pri di

exib i Y & wide ran S 7w
and religious principles, includin the Christiun view of God as a parent and mg; of thiiikérs ¢
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of Shakespeare, Goethe, Wordsworth, Ruskin, Shelley, Keats, and Brownlng. However, the
Upanishads, Gita, Vedas, the magnificent poelry of Kalldas, the lyrics of Vaishnavas, the
mystic poems of Kablr, and the spirllual environment of the Brohmo Samaj are the
fundamental sources of his Intellectual crentlvity und emotlonal make-up. The characteristics
of Tagore's philosophy have been defined In vorlous ways by many philosophers,
Radhakrishnan says, — “We do not know whether [t {8 Rabindranath*s own heart or the heart
of Indin that is beating here™', / v \:

In his cducational philosophy, Tagore secks to restore old prlnci;:;i of liTé, GHiéh | -
were later reintroduced in light of contemporary requirements, Tagore has rescued the classig/y
Indian philosophical ideas from the shadowy depths of abstraction where they had /
hidden all along so that they might be seen In the context of contemporary philosophies.” =~

Rabindranath supported global cooperation and cultural synthesis, He condemned the
nation's violent cult. He rose to prominence as one of Indinn nationalism's intellectual leaders.
He was responsible for strengthening the Bengali |iterary rennissance movement after Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay. The intellectunl roots of a political ferment and consciousness were
this literary renaissance. Because Tagore reflected some of the highest values of Indian
culture in his writing, his poctry and prose serves as the literary instrument for the revival of a
fallen race. For social and political activists, his music and messages served as inspirations.
As a result, Tagore was revered as a prophet of Indian liberation even though he was not
actively involved In the political struggle for independence.

Along with his political and social ideas, his educational ideas served as a milestone
for India's educational system. He made an effort to create an cducational system in India that
could satisfy both the physiological and spiritual needs of people. Rabindranath Tagore's
educational philosophy has effects on India's basic and higher education systems. Tagore was
a major advocate of promoting global understanding through education.

TAGORE'S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

The formation of artistic taste was part of Tagore's educational philosophy. Less
attention was given on his intellectual education. He added drama, dancing, music, and other
arts in the curriculum. Rabindranath Tagore was a significant figure in twentieth-century
Indian thought. An influential person known for his poetic genius who is a member of the
traditional school of Indian philosophers of education and was influenced by the traditional
Indian philosophy of education. He presented educational theories while also harshly
criticising the shortcomings of the British educational philosophy and the westem educational
approach in India because both of these were counter to the interests of the Indian national
government.

Tagore believed that the primary limitation to India's progress and the source of all its
issues was a lack of knowledge. He contends that when education is viewed only as a means
of obtaining employment and material and financial gain, it loses its fun and becomes purely
mechanical. Our ability to grasp our circumstances and develop appropriate responses to them
should be a result of our academlc tralning. The purpose of education should be to foster the
growth of our ideas, feelings, and Imaginations so that we can evaluate, assess, and adopt the
proper attitudes toward our experiences,

According to Tagore, traditional ncademic learning is essentially a machine that
produces students with machine-ground information so they can be tested and assessed.
TAGORE'S PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION r

According to Tagore, self-realization formed one of the fundamental tenels ©
education, It is self-reallzatlon, which brings education into harmony with life, that gives <
8 sense of thelr Identity as a complete man. This self-realization, in his uaq:rlnia:-ml.“t
cducation's essential objective. To establish a balanced relationship with all people

world, he ::lllquﬁ_lhafcl'ndiunrq?ul_ely needed education based on self-realization.
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jn terms of philosophy, life, and ideas, Tagore never encounters conflict or disagreement.
However, he thought that every person had the capacity to advance toward the superhuman,
e global soul. Self-education is founded on self-realization, and education itsclf is only one
part of this process. The educator must have faith in both his individual soul and the greater

good, which is more crucial. According to Tagore, educators must adhere to the following
three self-educational principles:

» Child's right to freedom
Tagore always held the view that self-guidance can be attained with the aid of total
freedom of any sort, including intellectual freedom, satisfaction, decision-making, heart,

knowledge, actions, and devotion. 2Bk 5
He wrote a beautiful poem describing the spirit of freedom- Jy—\c
*The tame bird was in a cage, the free bird was in the forest,

They met when the time came, it was a decree of fate. RAICHY;

The free bird cries, '0 my love, let us fly to the wood.

The cage bird whispers, 'Come hither, let us both live in the cage.' e

Says the free bird, among bars, where is the room [0 spread one's wings?”" '

Alas', cries the cage bird, I should not know where to sit perched in thesky bc g odny

Freedom had its priceless value for Rabindranath, He always wanted 10 "m{ : gift A
who could soar freely in the sky of this universe because, "We have such an honoured i

q " * . "l
be the host when our spirit is a free and alone can claim kinship with God.

Freedom from fear is the freedom
1 claim for you, my motherland!
Freedom from the burden of the ages, bending your head,
breaking your back, blinding your €yes to the beckoning
call of the future; )
Freedom from the shackles of slln:::ber wherewith
If in night's stillness,
flﬂzmmm?ngym that :?:als of truth's adventurous paths;

the anarchy of destiny il
E:lﬁ::ait:‘::‘m weakly yielded to the blind uncertain winds,
and the helm to a hand ever rigid and_ cold as death. j
Freedom from the insult of dwelling in a guppcrs‘wurl ;
where movements arc started through brainless wires,

ted through mindless habits, .
:II:::c figures fmit with patience and obedience for the

master of show, o~ o
to be stirred into @ mimicry of life.

% Perfection ¥ rk to polish all of his i i

action, & student must work (o po personality traits as

" “ﬁ"ﬂ:ﬁﬂﬁrzﬂd skills he has blessed. The main purpose of education is to help

e e develop their personslities. which Is only achievable when all facets of personality

] .

are given equal C;PW““’" i
% Universality : in Tagore's view, is universality, which every human bein
One of the most m‘:;:. i-c[l]?;;fm it is crucial for every human being to understand hms

has experienced since bi ersal soul are related. Knowledge, worship, and action are the
their p:rson:; I:;::Pli ::d lhltll univ h. It is simpler to move forward after achieving this
means © i

understanding of the global sou' AP
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The goal of cducation, is self-realizationin Rabindranath Tagore's opinion. The aim of
education, is for everyone to come to this realisation. Rabindranath dcﬂ‘neq u[l‘-rcal:zatmn;s
the awareness of the universal soul Inside oneself.The goal of a man's life is to reach this
position. But without education, it is impossible to succeed. Tagore always said “the s?lut!on
of all human being’s problem is true education™, Following are some important aims of
education of Tagore - :

» Education should be developing a creative mind.

» Educntiun should aim at develop aesthetic sense.

» Education should prepare an individual for a vocation.

» Education should be developed international understanding.

» Education should be developed values of simple living.
:INAII;ITDRANATH TAGORE'S EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY'S I

In Tagore's opinion, vocational training programmes, traditional trades like
bookbi“dms‘ wca\-{ng' carpentry, pottery making, and other crafts, W.hlcl‘l fall under the
category of craftsmanship, and cultural studies like dance, music, painting, and art, among
others, should be essential components of a general education curriculum. He was in favour
of including thesesubjects in the curriculum. To improve the socioeconomic situation of the
then economically and socially disadvantaged state in India, it was thought to be a good idea
to support indigenous, traditional, small-scale industries.

It is clear from Tagore's thinking and writings that he believed in and supported the
idea of global brotherhood. Nearly every major religious theory had a significant influence on
his personal and literary life, according to his opinions and ideals. India has always been a
country of diverse cultures. Since the beginning of time, people of many religions, castes,
creeds, and races have coexisted in brotherhood and social, religious, and cultural harmony.
The universal brotherhood thought of Tagore has made a significant contribution to the
religious and cultural heritage of India.

For his literary works, Tagore is well-known throughout the world. He had a very
aesthetic and scientific conception of teaching in the culinary industry. He supported the use
of many literary techniques in classroom instruction and training. One of the most common
ways to share ideas and educate people is through drama. Drama is utilised as a vehicle of
expression to disseminate a message to a wide audience and to plan social and environmental
awareness campaigns. Dramas are also employed in formal education in India to keep both
professors and students engaged in the learning process.

The primary focus of Tagore's educational ideas is the mother tongue as a teaching
tool, together with other Indian languages and one foreign language, such as English, for
learning foreign literature, knowledge, and abilities. The mother tongue of India is used as a
medium of instruction, while English is also used as a foreign language.

As a method of instruction, Tagore consistently criticised the traditional methods of
instruction and favoured a variety of instructional approaches, such as project-based leaming,
education that connects to nature, and teacher-made methods of instruction, all of which have
had a significant impact on lnfllln education,

Instead of emphasising textbook leaming, the teacher should offer a suitable
environment for the child so that he or she engages in useful ang constructive activities and
leams from his or her own experiences. The teacher should also constantly be engaged in
inspiring the children's creative capacilies so that they keep active with productive acts. As a
result, Tagore's assessment of the teacher’s function in Indjan education is highly relevant
todsy because same practises arc widely used in the country's education system.

Many activities and principles are present in Tagore's educational ideas, such as social
labour the promotlon of cooperative organisations, intercultural dialogue, students'
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mﬁ.ma#:m_ development, Help children develop a love of nature and compas
- things, educate children by giving them a free environment, make nEEwm._d. aware

- natural surroundings, and educate children by giving them a setting that. ‘
_aspiration based on living contact between the teacher and the students, in“a-&éemmunity
school where there is no distinction between caste and creed, and give students enough

opportunities to choose their own courses of study. According to Tagore, all of these beliefs
and practises have a significant influence on Indian education.
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