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The term "Indian English literature" (IEL), which is
sometimes known as "Indian Writing in English" (IWE),
refers to the body of work produced by authors based in
[ndia who write in the English language, despite the fact
that their native or co-native tongue may be one of the
several languages spoken in India. Its early history began
with the writings of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio and
Michael Madhusudan Dutt, which were then followed by
those of Rabindranath Tagore and Sri Aurobindo. In the
1930s, R. K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, and Raja Rao
contributed to the expansion and popularity of Indian
English literature. Additionally, in some instances, it is
associated with the works of members of the Indian
diaspora who later produce their works in the English
language.

The term "Indo-English literature" is often used to
refer to this body of work. (The phrase Anglo-Indian
should not be confused with the more precise term Indo-
Anglian, which is used only in the context of written
language). Although some Indo-Anglian works can be
categorized as postcolonial literature, the repertory of
Indian English literature spans a wide variety of topics and
ideologies, ranging from the late eighteenth century to the

present day; as g result, it defies straightforward
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classification. This literature can be traced all the way

back to the time of the British Raj in India.

We welcome comments by readers of HANDBOOK OF
INDIAN  WRITINGS IN ENGLISH for ways to improve
the book and to increase its value. Such suggestions will

be seriously considered in the preparation of subsequent

editions.
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